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“Toward a New World Order”



Mekong Delta



A conversation between Ladejinsky & Diem



How did land reform evolve in Vietnam during 1955-1960?

Cai San Project Land Development 
Program Agroville Program

When Late 1955 Early 1957 Summer 1959

What

Rural development in the 
Mekong Delta, where 

planned to resettle 100K 
northern refugees

“To nourish rice fields”: 
relocation of poor settlers 
to underutilized land & rely 
on machinery to transform

Network of “dense and 
prosperous areas” in the 

MD; population 
“regroupment”

How

Short term: rental contract 
controversy; messy US aid 

(e.g., tractors); Long term: + 
wealth & + gov’t sentiment

Personalist revolution but 
“ambitious goals without 
adequate preparation”; 
temp US aid suspension

Forced plot purchases; 
dismantle & rebuild own 
homes; Diem abandoned 

program, though US 
wanted to reform it



(2017)



(2011)



“Analogies at war”
What analogies did US 

policymakers use to support the 
military occupation in Iraq?  

Did these analogies have any 
merit—why, or why not? 

Consider Dower’s piece.

(2007)


