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The post-WWII world order



Today

The “lay history” of the post-WWII world order


The ideological sources of the LIO


Racial imperialism & post-WWII occupations




World order
“Relatively stable patterns of 
relations and practices in world 
politics” (Cooley and Nexon 
2020)



The “lay history” of the post-WWII world order

• After WWII, the Allied victors had 3 options:


- Abandon —> that’s what led to WWI


- Dominate —> Soviet Union in Eastern Europe


- Institutionalize —> USA & the UN system


• The liberal international order was “exceptional”:


• Free trade


• Free peoples & institutions


• U.S. hegemony
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The role of ideals
What were the main principles of 
the Atlantic Charter, and how did 
they shape the postwar order? 


How do these ideals relate to U.S. 
military occupations in Japan and 
Germany?




Was U.S. hegemony the “imperialism of ‘free nations’“?



Which scholar’s argument does Duara’s piece remind you of?
(Reminder: paper #1 is due Monday, 10/2 at 5pm on Canvas)

FraderaKramer

Duara



Assignment “practice”
(Reminder: paper #1 is due Monday, 10/2 at 5pm on Canvas)

• How do these different scholars think 
about racial imperialism, in general?


• How might each scholar describe the 
function of racism in the US 
occupations of Japan and Germany?


• Which aspects of the scholarly 
approaches do you find compelling vs. 
limiting? 

FraderaKramer

Duara


