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Source: Rochan Consulting, NYT (2/13/22)



Update: Crisis in Ukraine
• Continued Russian military presence 

surrounding Ukraine


• Russia announces pullback —> USA/
NATO dispute this and even suggest 
there’s evidence of greater mobilization


• Cyberattacks against Ukrainian defense 
ministry and Ukraine’s two largest banks


• US intelligence disclosures about possible 
invasion plans

Source: Unity Day (2/16/2022), Brendan Hoffman for The New York Times
Will bargaining succeed or fail?



Regime type: USA and Russia

Data source: VDem v11.1, used LibDem variable with proposed cutoff of x > 0.6



Democratic peace?

Data source: V-Dem v 11.1 and COW
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Institutional:  
Transparency II

Audience costs improve 
ability to credibly signal 

private information
Two to tango?



Application: Regime type

1. How does regime type affect bargaining in 
the Russia-Ukraine crisis? 


2. In light of the challenges regime type 
presents in bargaining, what can be done 
to avert conflict? 

Source: Sanger, Barnes, and Schmitt, NYT, 2/15/2022



Diversionary war
• Definition: war which leader launches to achieve “rally around the flag”


- Applies to democracies and autocracies


• Condition under which rally effect could lead to war per bargaining model:


- Rally effect > aggregate war costs 
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p
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+ zRussia’s war value with rally effect

Is such a rally 
effect size 
realistic?

See FLS 5th ed. p. 160 for additional discussion



This section was brought to you by the (actual) 
NSC Principals. 


