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Updates: Crisis in Ukraine
• Earlier this week: 


- Putin signs decrees recognizing Donetsk and Luhansk as independent 


- Putin orders Russian troops to enter the regions as “peacekeepers”


- U.S. and allies coordinate financial sanctions against Russia


• In the last 24 hours: 


• Putin announces “special military operation” in Ukraine


• Zelensky makes direct appeal to the Russian people


• Russian forces attack Ukraine by land, air, and sea; fighting in Chernobyl
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Why did bargaining fail?

1. Commitment problem


- Putin was “all threats, no assurances” (Kydd)


2. Private information/incentives to misrepresent


- Aggravated by transparency/accountability issues 


3. Status dissatisfaction and greed

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/02/22/us-europe-didnt-get-what-they-wanted-putin-putin-didnt-get-what-he-wanted-them/


What’s next?
5 scenarios: 

1. Regime change


2. Annexation 


3. Imperial overreach 


4. Great power war


5. Withdraw

Adapted from: Paul Poast, https://twitter.com/ProfPaulPoast/status/1496824625203793926

3 governing variables: 

1. Putin’s war aims


2. Offense-defense balance


3. Efficacy of international response


4. Imperial overreach 


5. Great power war

https://twitter.com/ProfPaulPoast/status/1496824625203793926


Source: NYT





Approaches to solidarity with Ukraine

Types of support Ways to support

Information consumption and production Be cautious of material you share (be wary of war 
propaganda/misinformation and graphic images)

Relief and humanitarian assistance
Consider donating to relief organizations like Nova 

Ukraine, Red Cross, and the UN Ukraine Humanitarian 
Fund (this is a humanitarian crisis, and people will be 

hurt and displaced)

Public policy Advocate for protections for refugees; 

nonviolent protests in solidarity with Ukrainians



Reflection

1. If a classmate or family member asks you to help them understand the 
invasion of Ukraine, what would you say? 


2. Is IR theory useful for real world situations? Should IR theory be used to 
inform policymaking?


