
Section 6: Gender & IR

Zari and Zeerak from Baghch-e-Simsim (Sesame Garden)



–Madeleine Albright in Fascism: A Warning

“The temptation is powerful to close our eyes and wait for the worst 
to pass, but history tells us that for freedom to survive, it must be 

defended, and that if lies are to stop, they must be exposed.” 



Gender in IR
• WHO definition of gender: socially constructed characteristics of women, 

men, boys and girls


- Gender identity: one’s deeply felt individual experience of gender, which 
does not necessarily correspond to physiology/designated sex at birth


• 3 ways IR scholars address gender:


1. As a structural feature of the international system


2. As a leader attribute


3. As an issue area 



Gender x international system

1. State identity portrayed in gendered terms


2. States differentiated in terms of association with masculinity


3. Interaction of interests premised on gender hierarchy 

Source: Sjoberg, “Gender, Structure, and War,” International Theory (2012)



Gender x leaders

1. Recap: how do gender stereotypes and bias influence the course of 
international crises? (Hint: Post and Sen 2020)


2. “Do women make more credible threats?” If so, why? (Bonus paper: 
Schwartz and Blair 2020)


3. What would greater gender equality globally mean for the quality of 
interstate relations? (Bonus paper: Barnhart et al. 2020)
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Gender x terrorism

• Terrorism: violence against 
civilians to attain political goals


- Rational model: violence as 
costly signals (Kydd and 
Walter 2006)


- Nonrational model: 
symbolic/social violence 
against gender & sexual 
minorities (Cohen 2016; 
Tschantret 2018)

Source: Elise Labott, Foreign Policy (2/15/2021)



Gender x insurgency
• Recall: insurgency is armed rebellion 

against the state for political purposes


• Counterinsurgency: efforts to get 
militant group to stop violence


- Use force to fight and defeat rebels


- Win “hearts and mind” of population 
to diminish insurgent support and 
gain local assistance in fighting


• Are women the key to effective 
counterinsurgency? 



Policy application: Gender x human rights

1. Do these developments within 
Afghanistan matter to IR?


2. Should the international community 
engage or isolate the Taliban?


3. What strategies of addressing 
women’s education in Afghanistan 
hold the greatest chance of success? 



This section was brought to you by Nadia Murad.

• Nobel Peace Prize recipient (2018) for 
“efforts to end the use of sexual violence 
as a weapon of war and armed conflict”


• Born in Kojo, Iraq and a member of the 
Yazidi minority


• Survivor of ISIS abduction and 
subsequent sexual enslavement 


• UN Goodwill Ambassador for the Dignity 
of Survivors of Human Trafficking and 
author of “The Last Girl”


