GENED 1017 Recap: Analogies amid the Iraq War 11/17/23

The following are excerpts exhibiting analogical reasoning from President George W. Bush’s speech at the
Veterans of Foreign Wars Convention on August 22, 2007:"

General

e “Now, I know some people doubt the universal appeal of liberty, or worry that the Middle East isn’t
ready for it. Others believe that America’s presence is destabilizing, and that if the United States
would just leave a place like Iraq those who kill our troops or target civilians would no longer threaten
us... I'm going to try to provide some historical perspective to show there is a precedent for the hard
and necessary work we’re doing, and why I have such confidence in the fact we’ll be successful.”

e “The lesson from Asia’s development is that the heart’s desire for liberty will not be denied. Once
people even get a small taste of liberty, they’re not going to rest until they’re free. Today’s dynamic
and hopeful Asia — a region that brings us countless benefits — would not have been possible without
America’s presence and perseverance.”

e “There are many differences between the wars we fought in the Far East and the war on terror we're
fighting today. But one important similarity is at their core they’re ideological struggles. The militarists
of Japan and the communists in Korea and Vietnam were driven by a merciless vision for the proper
ordering of humanity. They killed Americans because we stood in the way of their attempt to force
their ideology on others.”

e “Like our enemies in the past, they kill Americans because we stand in their way of imposing this
ideology across a vital region of the world. This enemy is dangerous; this enemy is determined; and
this enemy will be defeated.”

Japan

e “Some said Japanese culture was inherently incompatible with democracy. Joseph Grew, a former
United States ambassador to Japan who served as Harry Truman’s Under Secretary of State, told the
President flatly that — and I quote — ‘democracy in Japan would never work.” He wasn’t alone in that
belief.”

e “It’s interesting what General MacArthur wrote in his memoirs. He wrote, ‘There was much criticism
of my support for the enfranchisement of women. Many Americans, as well as many other so-called
experts, expressed the view that Japanese women were too steeped in the tradition of subservience
to their husbands to act with any degree of political independence.” That’s what General MacArthur
observed. In the end, Japanese women were given the vote; 39 women won parliamentary seats in
Japan’s first free election. Today, Japan’s minister of defense is a woman, and just last month, a
record number of women were elected to Japan’s Upper House.”

e “Those who said Shinto was incompatible with democracy were mistaken, and fortunately, Ameri-
cans and Japanese leaders recognized it at the time, because instead of suppressing the Shinto faith,
American authorities worked with the Japanese to institute religious freedom for all faiths. Instead
of abolishing the imperial throne, Americans and Japanese worked together to find a place for the
Emperor in the democratic political system.”

e “An interesting observation, one historian put it — he said, ‘Had these erstwhile experts’ — he was
talking about people criticizing the efforts to help Japan realize the blessings of a free society — he
said, “Had these erstwhile experts had their way, the very notion of inducing a democratic revolution
would have died of ridicule at an early stage.”?

Ihttps://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/22/washington/w23policytext.html
2Bush is quoting Dower, Embracing Defeat, p. 218.
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e “Instead, I think it’s important to look at what happened. A democratic Japan has brought peace
and prosperity to its people. Its foreign trade and investment have helped jump-start the economies
of others in the region. The alliance between our two nations is the lynchpin for freedom and stability
throughout the Pacific. And I want you to listen carefully to this final point: Japan has transformed
from America’s enemy in the ideological struggle of the 20th century to one of America’s strongest
allies in the ideological struggle of the 21st century. ”

Korea

e “Critics also complained when America intervened to save South Korea from communist invasion.
Then as now, the critics argued that the war was futile, that we should never have sent our troops in,
or they argued that America’s intervention was divisive here at home.”

o “Without Americans’ intervention during the war and our willingness to stick with the South Koreans
after the war, millions of South Koreans would now be living under a brutal and repressive regime.
The Soviets and Chinese communists would have learned the lesson that aggression pays. The world
would be facing a more dangerous situation. The world would be less peaceful.”

e “Instead, South Korea is a strong, democratic ally of the United States of America. South Korean
troops are serving side-by-side with American forces in Afghanistan and in Iraq. And America can
count on the free people of South Korea to be lasting partners in the ideological struggle we’re facing
in the beginning of the 21st century.”

Vietnam

e “In 1955, long before the United States had entered the war, Graham Greene wrote a novel called,
‘The Quiet American.” It was set in Saigon, and the main character was a young government agent
named Alden Pyle. He was a symbol of American purpose and patriotism — and dangerous naivete.
Another character describes Alden this way: ‘I never knew a man who had better motives for all the
trouble he caused.” After America entered the Vietnam War, the Graham Greene argument gathered
some steam. As a matter of fact, many argued that if we pulled out there would be no consequences
for the Vietnamese people... The world would learn just how costly these misimpressions would be.”

e “One unmistakable legacy of Vietnam is that the price of America’s withdrawal was paid by millions of
innocent citizens whose agonies would add to our vocabulary new terms like ‘boat people,’ ‘re-education
camps,” and ‘killing fields.”’

e “There was another price to our withdrawal from Vietnam, and we can hear it in the words of the
enemy we face in today’s struggle — those who came to our soil and killed thousands of citizens on
September the 11th, 2001. In an interview with a Pakistani newspaper after the 9/11 attacks, Osama
bin Laden declared that “the American people had risen against their government’s war in Vietnam.
And they must do the same today.”’

e “If we were to abandon the Iraqi people, the terrorists would be emboldened, and use their victory
to gain new recruits. As we saw on September the 11th, a terrorist safe haven on the other side of
the world can bring death and destruction to the streets of our own cities. Unlike in Vietnam, if we
withdraw before the job is done, this enemy will follow us home. ”



