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What is one thing you are grateful for?



Returning to a familiar idea: 
Backlash against hegemony 

• 🇺🇸 has a command of the commons, which makes 🇺🇸 >> 
powerful than most others in the international system.


• How do weaker actors in the system challenge hegemony 
if the power asymmetry is so great? 


1. Asymmetric conflict
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1. Asymmetric conflict



Insurgency

• Definition: armed rebellion against government authority 
for political purposes


• Goals: regime change or separatism  


- Motivation: grievances and political instability, “greed” 
and poverty, competing ethnic/religious groups


• Strategies: rural guerrilla warfare, urban warfare, etc.
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• Definition: armed rebellion against government authority 
for political purposes


• Goals: regime change or separatism  


- Motivation: grievances and political instability, “greed, 
competing ethnic/religious groups


• Strategy: we will focus on guerrilla warfare



Counterinsurgency
• Efforts to get a militant 

group to stop 
committing violence


- Use military force to 
fight and defeat rebels


- Win “hearts and 
minds” of civilian 
population



Two sides of the same COIN
Why do (relatively) powerful democratic states face 

challenges when fighting insurgents?

Case 1: The Troubles  
(1969-75)

Case 2: US War in Afghanistan  
(2001-21)



2. Nuclear proliferation



Unipolarity & NWs 

• HST implies that an imbalance of power is good!


• But such concentrated power might create immense 
security worries for everyone else.


• Revisionist states might want NWs as a deterrent and 
source of bargaining power.


• Not a coincidence that a lot of post-CW US foreign policy 
relates to nonproliferation!

See Monteiro 2014
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Are more NWs better or worse?



What about zero NWs?



In the news
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