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Does public opinion 
matter in foreign policy 

decision-making?



Scenario: NATO Expansion

• It is January 23, 1997, and you are 
part of the NSC staff.


• President Clinton has been 
lobbying Congress to approve 
extending NATO membership to 
🇵🇱, 🇭🇺, and 🇨🇿.


• Pew just released poll on public 
attitudes toward NATO expansion.


• Task: Assess the consequences of 
this new poll for Clinton’s 
approach toward NATO expansion.





Where do the public’s 
foreign policy views 

originate?



Breaking down the articles!
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variable(s) Outcome Mechanisms Authors

Core dispositions, 
ideology, images
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Threat perception, 
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