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1. Media



Media effects

1. Framing: how media defines an issue determines how 
people think about that issue


2. Agenda-setting: media selects what stories to cover & 
thus what populates public consciousness


3. Priming: consequence of agenda-setting — salient 
issues become the “yardsticks” to judge politicians
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What has more influence over public opinion: 
elite rhetoric or reality? (When?)



2. Interest groups



What is a special interest group?
• Any organized group apart from government or the public as a whole


• Engage in lobbying


- Efforts to influence policymakers on an issue

Economic groups Ethnic groups Political issue 

groups



Why do interest groups matter for 
foreign policy decision-making?

• Distributional politics: greater concentrated gains/losses 
incentivize contestation by interest groups


• Policy substitution: ability to switch between one foreign 
policy instrument & another


- Harder to switch across policies with high distributional 
consequences/divides
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3. Review game
https://play.kahoot.it/v2/?quizId=59995ad9-d872-4862-a672-e5acb112f372 

https://play.kahoot.it/v2/?quizId=59995ad9-d872-4862-a672-e5acb112f372

